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SUB J : KOMEITO BACKS AWAY FROM UPPER HOUSE ELECTION COOPERATION 
REF: TOKYO A-23 

SUMMARY: KOMEITO SHOWED BASIC INCLINATION OVER WEEKEND TO BACK 
OUT OF PROPOSED COOPERATION WITH ISP IN UPPER HOUSE ELECTION 
THIS SUMMER, AS CENTRAL COMMITTEE VOTED FEBRUARY 8 NOT TO 
OPEN SECOND ROUND OF CONSULTATIONS WITH ISP ON THAT SUBJECT. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. FOLLOWING ABOVE VOTE. COMMITTEE MEMBER KIYOSHI ONO INFORMED 
PRESS THAT VOTE REJECTING JSP PROPOSAL TO HOLD SECOND ROUND 
OF CONSULTATIONS WAS MOTIVATED BY LATTER'S BETRAYAL OF HIS 
PARTY'S TRUST. ONO SAID SPECIFICALLLY THAT JSP HAS NOT HONORED 
FIVE SEPARATE PROMISES MADE BY JSP CHAIRMAN TOMOMI NARITA TO 
KOMEITO CHAIRMAN YOSHIKATSU TAKEIRI SINCE DECEMBER TO MAKE 
EFFORT TO AGREE ON JOINT KOMEITO-JSP CANDIDATE TO OPPOSE BID 
FOR REELECTION TO SEVENTH TERM AS GOVERNOR OF KYOTO BY INCUM- 
BENT TORAZO NINAGAWA. JSP LEADERS. INSTEAD, APPEAR TO BE LEAN- 
ING IN FAVOR OF NINAGAWA, WHO ALREADY ASSURED OF JCP SUPPORT. 
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2. NEXT DAY, HOWEVER, SECGEN JUNYA YANO BLURRED FOCUS OF VOTE 
BY INFORMING PRESS THAT KOMEITO WOULD ONLY QTE POSTPONE UNQTE 
FURTHER ELECTION COOPERATION TALKS WITH ISP. NEVERTHELESS, 

YANO ALSO SAID THAT MANY KOMEITO OFFICIALS WELCOMED ABOVE 
DECISION. 

3. OBSERVERS ALSO NOTE JSP SKITTISHNESS ABOUT ELECTION COOPERA- 
TIOM, BASED ON CONTINUING CONCERN THAT MANY ISP VOTES MIGHT 
BE CAST FOR KOMEITO CANDIDATES RUNNING IN UPPER HOUSE LOCAL 
CONSTITUENCIES, SHOULD ATTEMPT AT COOPERATION FAT.I .THROUGH AT 
LAST MINUTE. 

4. COMMENT: LATEST KOMEITO DECISION CASTS SHARP DOUBTS ON 
ULTIMATE FEASIBILITY OF OPPOSITION PARTY COOPERATION TO DE- 
PRIVE LDP OF MAIORITY IN COMING UPPER HOUSE ELECTIONS. IN- 
ABILITY OF KOMEITO TO WORK OUT COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH 
JSP WOULD ALSO SEEM TO RULE OUT ANY HOPE FOR QTE BRIDGE CON- 
CEPT UNQTE, UNDER WHICH KOMEITO AND JCP WOULD SET ASIDE THEIR 
CONFRONTATION TO EXTENT THAT EACH WOULD COOPERATE SEPARATELY 
WITH JSP FOR COMMON PURPOSE OF DEFEATING LDP. END COMMENT. 
SHOESMITH 
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